Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
In the title compound, C 12 H 14 O 4 , the two acetoxy groups are inclined by 57.92 (5) and 62.71 (6) to the benzene ring. An intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interaction involving the two acetoxy groups generates a centrosymmetric dimer via an R 2 2 (16) ring motif.
Related literature
For the structure of the 4-methyl isomer, see: Rajnikant et al. (2009) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) 
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker Kappa APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) 
Comment
The geometric parameters of the title molecule (Fig. 1 ) agree well with similar structure (Rajnikant et al., 2009) . Intermolecular C-H···O interaction involving the two acetoxy groups generates a centrosymmetric dimer via R 2 2 (16) ring motif, Fig. 2 (Bernstein et al., 1995) .
Experimental
To a solution of 2-methylbenzaldehyde (5 g, 41.61 mmol) in dry acetic anhydride (25 ml) anhydrous indium bromide (0.147 g, 0.416 mmol) was added. It was then stirred at room temperature for 4 h under nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction mixture was then poured over crushed ice (300 g). The solid obtained was filtered and washed thoroughly with water and the product was recrystallized from methanol to give pure product as a colorless solid with a yield of 82% and melting point 333 K.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic C-H, C-H = 0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq( C) for methine C-H, C-H = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl group. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
